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The First Thanksgiving
by Marisol C

In the United States, we have been taught that Thanks-
giving brought peace between the native people of 
Southern New England and the pilgrims, through a yum-
my potluck. But is that what really happened?

It is unclear when the first official “Thanksgiving” took 
place. But let’s go back a little further in history. Southern 
New England is home to many Native communities that 
formed confederations who had called this land home, 
since time immemorial. In 1616, a European trade ship 
brought a disease that wiped out approximately 90% of 
the population in the area, although trade had been hap-
pening with Europeans for about half a century. In 1621 
the Mayflower ship landed with pilgrim people fleeing 
religious persecution and looking for new land to settle. 
Many Native communities were skeptical of the pilgrims 
when they arrived since things haven’t gone so well since 
these ships bringing white men to their shores had ar-
rived. When the Mayflower arrived they were not well 
from their long voyage. They started to build, but were 
clueless about how to set up a community. By winter’s 
end, 44 newcomer Puritans (pilgrims) had died due to 
lack of shelter and food. When a native called Tisquan-
tum, or more famously known as squanto, came to the 
village speaking perfect English, He schooled them how 
to survive. Squanto taught them how to plant the three 
sisters: beans, corn, and squash, and also helped them 
translate with the Wampanoag Chief Massasoit.

Squanto had been kidnapped in 1614 from the village of 
patuxet (the territory of the Mayflowerlanded on) shipped 
to Spain as a slave. He was bought by a merchant, who 
taught him how to speak English, and arranged for his re-
turn home. When Squanto arrived home no people were 
living in his village, since they had died from the recent 
disease brought over by the Europeans. Chief Massasoit 
took him in, though suspicious of his English, he needed 
a translator to speak with these new white men.

(continued on page 2)

Things to be Thankful For
by Seth H

Greetings, dear readers, and happy turkey day! Although, 
I don’t think this issue of the newspaper will be out by 
the time it’s Thanksgiving, but I digress. You see, I have 
a question. Do you ever find yourself struggling to give 
thanks at the dinner table every Thanksgiving, because 
there’s absolutely nothing to be thankful for in this cold, 
harsh, cruel, disgusting, and thankless society? And does 
your family then ridicule you for being such an ungrateful 
child, that they make you eat dinner on the floor, next to 
the family pet? No? Just me? Well, in this article, I’ll be 
giving you things to be thankful for, so YOU don’t have to 
be burdened with coming up with things to be thankful 
for disingenuously! Now I may not be able to genuinely 
be thankful, but at least I can give. 

The first thing you can be thankful for? Toilet paper. Toilet 
paper, or any other type of tissue paper for that matter, 
has become a great necessity in today’s society, and 
for good reason! Could you imagine not having toilet 
paper? Going to the bathroom would be quite a night-
mare, especially if you had beans for dinner last night. I 
don’t even wanna imagine how one would clean up that 
mess…

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Through the relationship that Chief Massasoit and the 
governor created, with an agreement that they would 
stand together to fight neighboring enemies, they cele-
brated with a feast. This was the “first Thanksgiving”. Al-
though this agreement between Massasoit and the May-
flower people lasted till 1660, the agreement didn’t last 
too long. Squanto had betrayed the Massasoit people, 
and caused a lot of Disruption against the peace treaty. It 
did not end well. Violence broke out and soon Massasoit 
and the other tribes were outnumbered by the European 
colonists. Over the next two hundred years, European 
settlers slaughtered the native people. Those that were 
left were forced off the land they lived on for thousands 
of years and onto reservations.

Later in 1850, President Abraham Lincoln declared 
Thanksgiving a national holiday to help people heal from 
the devastation inflicted by the Civil War. 

When we sit and have our meal with our loved ones we 
need to reflect on what happened to the Native people 
in the time after this “first Thanksgiving”. How the native 
people were treated and learn from this terrible story.

Things to be Thankful For
by Seth H 

(continued from page 1)

Speaking of messes, without paper towels, spills and 
messes would be an even bigger hassle to clean up! So 
yeah, if there’s one thing to be thankful for, it’s definitely 
tissue paper. 

Another thing you could be 
thankful for is lactose intolerant 
people! Now, I get it. Lactose 

intolerant “people”, seriously? You may be asking your-
self, “what good do these quote unquote people serve 
to society?” My answer; more ice cream. Think about it, 
the less people that are able to eat ice cream, the more 
there is for us tolerant humans! This also applies to things 
such as cheese, pizza, milkshakes, and many other de-
lightful dishes, but mostly cheese. And if you, my dear 
reader, happen to be lactose intolerant yourself, then I 
would like to personally thank you for leaving more ice 
cream for the rest of us. 

You should also be thankful for plastic straws! Now, I 
know what you’re thinking. “Plastic straws? But plastic is 
bad for the environment!” Well, you see, plastic straws 
are the turtle’s number one enemy, and turtles just so 
happen to be MY number one enemy. Why, you ask? 
Well, it all started when I was a wee lad, and I was on the 
hunt for a snack.

Back then, my family had a little pet turtle, and I must’ve 
mistaken her for a mini-hamburger or something, be-
cause I popped her into my mouth without a second 
thought, which was a BIG mistake. Next thing I knew, I 
was running to my mom, crying, while our pet turtle dan-
gled from my tongue, biting on for dear life. Since that 
day, turtles have been my mortal enemies, and I plan on 
waging war against the entire species VERY soon.

And finally, something that everyone could be more 
thankful for, is me, Seth. Personally, I’d say I’m proba-
bly the most unappreciated person to ever exist, which 
doesn’t make sense, considering how amazing I am. I 
mean, I’ve really got it going on! I’ve got good looks, 
I’m really cool, and I’m also really funny and smart, plus 
I’ve got good taste in music, I’m also super talented, and 
that’s not even HALF of all of my amazing qualities! And 
yet, all of my good deeds, (the deed being me simply 
existing), go unnoticed. But you can change that! All you 
have to do is give thanks to me when you’re eating your 
Thanksgiving dinner with your family. Sure, they might 
look at you like you’re crazy, and wonder who this hand-
some, muscular, and witty character named Seth is, but I 
would greatly appreciate it.           (continued on page 3)Big Randy

by Oliver
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(continued from page 2)

But in all seriousness, 
although Thanksgiving 
itself may have a rough 
history, (rough being an 
understatement), we 
should use this day to 
give thanks to everything 
and everyone around us, 
friends, family, neigh-
bors, essential workers, 
and yes, even stinky old 
Alex… Never forget to 
just stop and think about 
how lucky we truly are. 
Some of us are a lot more 
fortunate than others, 
and so we should always 
be thankful for the things 
we have, the people we 
get to spend quality time 
with, and all of the mo-
ments we get to live in, 
as well as use this time 
that we have to be there for each other. 

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have some ground grub that I 
need to gobble up, before the family pet does.

When Did the Democrats 
Become the Republicans?
by Marisol C

Today’s Republican Party opposes big government. It’s 
culturally conservative.Its demographic support is stron-
gest among white voters, and it usually dominates elec-
tions in the south. But things weren’t always this way!

Over the past 160 years or so, the party has undergone a 
remarkable transformation.

And how to understand how it went from the party of 
Abraham Lincoln to the party of Donald Trump. And to 
understand how the GOP got the way it is today you have 
to go back to when it first came into existence. In 1854 
7 years before the Civil started. There are two parties: 
the whigs and the democrats. There is an intense debate 
on whether new states should permit slavery. The Dem-
ocratic Party, with strong support in the South, it has be-
come very pro-slavery. But the whigs were divided, so In 
1854 the country is debating whether or not Kansas and 
Nebraska should allow slavery. The whigs can agree and 
the party ends up collapsing. The former whigs from the 

north will form a new 
party That will fight 
against letting slavery 
expand, they call it 
the republican party. 
By 1860 the republi-
can party has become 
powerful in the north. 
That’s when Abraham 
lincoln wins the pres-
idency. He promises 
to not interfere with 
slavery in the states 
that already have it, 
but otherwise, they are 
still anty slavery. So 11 
states from the south 
left the union to form 
the confederate states 
of America. That’s 
when the civil war 
starts. The northern 
states win and abolish 
slavery nationwide. 
After the war, republi-

cans keep fighting to ensure that recently freed slaves in 
the south have their rights. Then in 1866, a year after Lin-
coln’s assassination the country passes the 14 and the 15 
amendments. But something happened to the young re-
publican party, They started having more financial power, 
and that affected politics. They want to hold on to power, 
and then they start shifting. They think that fighting for 
black rights in a mostly white country is not the best way 
to go, and they feel that they have helped black people 
enough. 

At the same time, the democrats in the south were re-
sisting the anty slavery lawsI. So in 1870, the republican 
party left the south on its own devices and things went 
very bad for the black community. Fast-forward to 1920, 
the republican party has become the party of big busi-
ness, until the economy crashes in 1929 and the great 
depression begins. After that Franklin D Roosevelt and 
other democrats are swept into power. With that the 
democratic party and incises the role of the federal gov-
ernment to fight the depression and provide for Ameri-
cans, that’s when the republican party started opposing 
big government. Fast forward in the 50s and 60s the civil 
rights movements start fighting to end segregation, and 
the right to vote. The democratic party in 1964 with Lin-
don Johnson signs the civil rights act, which is seen as 
the expansion of federal power.

Black voters switch to the democratic party and the white 
voters in the south that were democrats switch to the re-
publican party.                               (continued on page 4)

No Eat Torkiy, A Thanksgiving 
Comic
by Aliyah R
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(continued from page 3)

That switch produced the change of the south politics 
to mostly republican and it’s that way until now. In the 
modern years, the fight for immigration produced, the 
Hispanic voters to elect Barack Obama. The republican 
party starts to look like a party for white voters in a non-
white country. The republican party afraid of losing His-
panic votes, they start to legalize immigration and it gen-
erates the division of the republican party, which leads to 
the election of Donald Trump. The parties had change 
their dynamics through the years, and they are still mor-
phing constantly. It’s up to Republican voters and leaders 
to decide just what they want their party to be.

Advice Column: Dear Kyra
by Kyra H. 

Dear Kyra,

I have a question, how do I deal with my little sister? 

From Anonymous.

Dear Anonymous.

I don’t have a little sister, so don’t ask me.

From Kyra.

----

Dear Kyra,

How do I tell my parents that I’m vegetarian on 
Thanksgiving?

From Anonymous.

Dear Anonymous,

Wow, that’s a tough question, I think you’re better off 
running away.

From Kyra.

----

Dea Kyra,

Last night I had a dream that a turkey had me for dinner. 
What does this mean?

From Anonymous.

Dear Anonymous,

Well, isn’t it quite obvious? You’re going to get kid-
napped by a gang of turkeys, and you will be eaten alive. 
It’s the sad truth.

From Kyra.

Do you have a question for Kyra? You can submit your 
question to brooklynapplenewspaper@gmail.com or 
by talking to your pet rock Gerber about it. 
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by Josiah H.

Codey Saves The Turkeys
by Manuela C

Codey was getting tired of the city so he went on a 
2-week vacation to a farm off-grid and fell in love with 
the view there. The only problem was there was another 
farm twenty minutes away that was selling turkeys. As a 
wonderful vegetarian, Codey felt horrible about the tur-
keys being eaten so he made a flyer that read. “ don’t 
be jerky, save a turkey. Sign here to make beans the new 
Thanksgiving food. “

He got TONS of signatures thanks to the vegetarian and 
vegan mothers. And now hes on an adventure to save 
turkey kind (the animal.)

Gerber the Pet Rock
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Time to pet Shaylem Blockhead

Jude plays Summer Stage to onlooking fans
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The time Flying Squad crossed
out the homophobic graffiti...

James groupies

The remnants of Apple alumni past

Old, stinky man seen getting newspaper
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Global Warming
by Marisol C

Back in the 1600s people ate oysters not hotdogs. When 
the Europeans got to New York there were oyster reefs 
everywhere. Tons and tons They were a big part of the 
culture in New York oysters used to be sold on hotdog 
carts. Now you’re probably wondering; oysters? Why 
don’t people sell them in hotdog carts now? Well, there’s 
a little back story…

When people started eating them they got so popular 
they consumed all the coral reefs in new york. They are 
ecosystem engineers, Oyster reefs covered over 220,000 
acres along the coastline. There were so many oysters ev-
erywhere it was hard for boats to get around, But it’s not 
like that today. The oysters were over-harvested, but not 
just in New York. Experts estimate that we’ve lost 85% of 
the world’s oyster reefs in the last 200 years. Today peo-
ple are trying to put them back in the harbors because 
these oysters that we see as food can be an effective 
defense against the rising ocean.

The ocean levels rise and the water destroys the shore-
line, encroaching on homes and destabilizing land. So 
how is this tiny creature going to help us? Well, the oys-
ter doesn’t move but sticks together. Baby oysters called 
spat, grow and are attached to oysters or dead oysters 
in order to grow. And they multiply and grow to make a 
reef If you have an oyster reefs that sticks up when it’s low 
tide. it can help reduce the size of waves. So let’s just say 

if there was a storm, the waves wouldn’t hit so hard on 
the shoreline; it won’t stop the storm but it will definitely 
limit the damage. The larger they grow, the more protec-
tion they offer. As the sea level rises, the oysters will rise 
with it creating a more sturdy environment. Various orga-
nizations around the world are trying to help bring the 
oyster reefs back. The oysters cannot just be thrown in 
the ocean for them to grow back. They need something 
to stick to. Some organizations put recycled shells into 
cages to help them grow together!

Oysters are also filtration systems. They eat by pulling in 
large quantities of water. LG, nitrogen and other contain-
ments are eaten, or harmlessly dumped to the bottom of 
the bay and clean water is dumped out of the oyster. A 
single oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of water a day. As 
more and more water becomes filtered, more see grass 
and more creatures start to show up and it becomes the 
new home to sea life. Yes we can put rocks and concrete 
to try to stop big waves but oysters can serve that capac-
ity in many ways, but bring added advantages.It’s not re-
ally possible to bring back the reefs of the 1600s, I think 
we’ve got a pretty good goal set up whether it’s to re-
duce wave impact or increasing the health and resilience 
for the bay. It isn’t as simple as undoing the mistakes we 
did in the past.We don’t leave the same way that we did 
200 years ago, but what we’ve learned from oysters just 
by bringing back one species can affect our climate. This 
is something that we can achieve if we work on this.
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Monkey God, Monkey Satan, Monkey Love
by Oliver K
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Turkey Scopes
by Charlie M

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we have done nothing. 
Absolutely nothing. Noooothing Thanksgiving related. 
Noooooothing at aaaaaall. Nope. nada. Nothing. Noooo 
thanks was given, nothing even REMOTELY thanksgiv-
ingy. Nope.Turkey lol

Aries

Turkey fun fact: Did you 
know that only male turkeys 
gobble? 

Love: beware of the turkeys

Finances:  Maybe if you got 
a turkey farm, you’d be less 
poor...

Lucky turkey variety: Dindon 
de Ronquieres

Taurus

Turkey fun fact: Did you know 
that wild turkeys can fly?

Love: You will find true love 
during a candlelit dinner.

Of turkey.

Finances: Turkey feathers 

Lucky Turkey variety:Royal palm turkey.

Gemini

Turkey fun fact: Did you 
know that turkeys sleep in 
trees?

Love: You are going to love 
turkey.

Finances: Not even the 
power of turkeys can make 
you less poor

Lucky turkey variety:Beltsville small white.

Cancer

Turkey fun fact: Did you know 
that a turkeys’ poop reveals their 
gender?

Love: Your true love is going to 
love turkey.

Finances: Turkey rich, no turkey 
poor...

Lucky turkey variety: Broad breasted bronze

Leo

Turkey fun fact: Turkeys can run as 
fast as 25 miles an hour or fly as 
fast as 50 miles an hour

Love: I think a turkey is in love 
with you.

Finances: Maybe, with the power of turkeys, you could 
become un-poor

Lucky turkey variety: Jersey bluff turkey

Virgo

Turkey fun fact: Did you know 
that turkeys can grow up to 
2000 pounds?

Love: You will love eating 
turkey.

Finances: You should invest in turkey Stock.

Lucky turkey variety: White holland

Libra

General Advice: Did you 
know that turkeys’ heads 
change color based on their 
emotion?

Love: Turkey will love eating 
you?

Finances: You should invest 
in stuffing stock.

Lucky turkey variety: Royal palm turkey
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Scorpio

Turkey fun fact: Did you 
know that turkeys have a 
strong dislike to people 
whos name starts with Ma, 
and ends with risol?

Love: See above 

Finances: Turkeys are actual-
ly an ancient symbol of wealth. so, sorry People whose 
names start with Ma... 

Lucky turkey variety: Narragansett 

Sagittarius

Turkey fun fact: Did you 
know turkeys have exhibited 
signs of having language?

Love: Turkeys love turkeys.

Finances: Turkeys are rich… 
in flavor.

Lucky number: 567

Capricorn

Turkey fun fact: Did you 
know that turkeys have 
feelings?

Love: Turkeys love cranberry 
sauce 

Finances: I’ve said the word 
turkey so many times, it 
sounds really silly now.

Lucky turkey variety: Bourbon red

Aquarius

Turkey fun fact: Did you 
know that turkeys can be as 
intelligent as humans?

Love: Turkeys love swimming

Finances: Money?

Lucky turkey variety: 
Cröllwitzer

Pisces

Turkey fun fact: Did 
you know that tur-
keys actually run the 
government?

Love: I’ve run out of 
combinations of the 
words “turkey, love,” 
and “you.”

Finances: Too many 
turkeys!

Lucky numbers: Please the turkeys are holding me hos-
tage please help oh no they’re here oh no send help 
plea-
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